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So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to
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not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2017

OUR MISSION IS
TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE WITH ALL PEOPLE
*Welcome to worship! We gather to praise and honor our God of grace, mercy, power and peace. Visitors
and members are asked to please complete the gold information sheet included in your bulletin; include any
ways that we might minister to you.
*Young children are welcome to worship with us. We do have childcare available for those under the age
of five. The nursery is located in the center building; two adults supervise. However, when only one adult
is available, the narthex space visible from the sanctuary is used as an alternate nursery.
*We invite you to use the Prayer Page as a guide for your personal prayers during worship today and

Worship with Holy Communion
(*please rise to the Glory of God; LBW = Green Hymnal; WOV = Blue Hymnal)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
(pause for silent confession)
P: Now, as the people of God, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another:
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
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Dearest
Jesus, at your
havethrough
come again
to hear
you; that Christ may live in your
hearts through
Let our faith.
thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you
C: Amen.
As the promises here given draw us wholly up to heaven.
2

All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till your Spirit breaks the night, filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living come but by your gracious giving.

3

Radiance of God’s glory bright, light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light; help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
That our prayers and songs may please you, as with grateful hearts we praise you.

4

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration!
Grant us what we need the most: your blest gospel’s consolation,
While we here on earth await you, till in heav’n with praise we greet you.
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, adapt.
www.colrain.com/imageworks

*GREETING
*GATHERING
P:
C:

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word

LBW 248 (Green Hymnal)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
CHILDREN’S SERMON

www.mymorningmeditations.com

THE FIRST READING

1 Samuel 16:1-5; 11-13

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice
to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall
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PSALM

Psalm 23

L: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
C: The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
L: You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
C: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
L: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
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THE SECOND READING

Ephesians 5: 8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL
P:
C:

John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel According to John the nineth chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said
to
him,
“Where
is
he?”
He
said,
“I
do
not
know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.”
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He
said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
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Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”
40
41

P:
C:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

THE REV. STEVE HILGEMAN

Pause in silence with prayer, meditation, and the work of the Holy Spirit.

*HYMN OF THE DAY

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
LBW 448 (Green Hymnal)

1

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

2

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

3

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

4

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807
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P/D: Through Baptism God has made us sisters and brothers of the priesthood we all
share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and
redeeming
all the world.
GATHERING
OFWord
THEtoGIFTS
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of
the Body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and worker with us in the

* THE OFFERTORY

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
AM: Now let us raise the Name of God in praise and thanksgiving:
C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

www.immanuellutheranchurch.org

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen
HOLY COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.” and each person may respond “Amen. We provide unleavened
bread or gluten-free wafers along with red wine or white grape juice.
LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMN

I Heard the Voice of Jesus

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Awake, arise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Next Week’s Reading: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

Attendance 03/12/2017
8:30 am
10:30 am

76
21
55

Offering
03/12/2017

$3,220.00

Attendance 03/19/2017
8:30 am
10:30 am

88
29
59

Offering
03/19/2017

$3,352.00

Sun
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3/30
4/1
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This Week At Redeemer
8:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 am
Learning Hour
10:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion
12:00 pm
Bell Choir
7:00 pm
OA
7:30 pm
AA in Youth Lounge
6:30 pm
Men’s AA
7:00 pm
BIBLE STUDY TONIGHT
12:00 pm
Lenten Service (20 minutes)
12:30 pm
Soup and Sandwiches
6:30 pm
Soup and Sandwiches
7:00 pm
Lenten Service (30 minutes)
7:30 pm
Choir
7:00 pm
AA & ALANON
5:00 pm
ALATEEN
7:00 pm
AA
8:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 am
Learning Hour
10:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion
12:00 pm
Bell Choir
2:00 pm
Anderson Faith Shower
7:00 pm
OA

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

•

•
•
•
•

NEW! Today Hunter James Anderson will receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism. We welcome
Hunter into the Body of Christ and as a new member of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer! A faith
shower will follow next Sunday afternoon @ 2:00 PM
NEW! Handrails at the Chancel: Thanks to the generosity of Fleet Feet Sports, we have met with a
contractor to develop and to install handrails from the Nave to the Chancel. This will help many people
who have asked to serve as worship assistants, but who find it difficult to climb the steps to the pulpit
or to the Table.
NEW! Save the date: VBS "Who is my neighbor?" June 19- 23 from 6-8:15pm. Contact Heidi
Wagstaff for more information and to volunteer.
NEW! They Aren’t Bush League! HUGH thanks to the front yard gardeners!
Thrivent Choice: If you’re a Thrivent Member, don’t forget you can assign your Choice Dollars to
Redeemer now. We are on the Charities list for congregations in Georgia. Funds are kept in a Thrivent
designated fund. The 2016 deadline is March 31, 2017.
Bible Study: Pastor is leading a comprehensive study of the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit from his
sermon series and Bible readings from this past summer/fall. Please invite friends and family; even
folks from other denominations will find this exciting discussion based study to be helpful. The Class
will meets on Tuesday nights from 7:00-8:30 pm. The class also meets at 9:45 AM on Sundays between
services.

2017 Lenten Dates
• Ash Wednesday

March 1st – Noon and 7:00 PM Service

• Wednesdays – 3/8 through 4/5

Noon and 7:00 PM Services
Noon = 20 min.; 7:00 PM = 30 min.

• Palm Sunday

April 9th (8:30 and 10:30 AM)

• Maundy Thursday

April 13th (7:00 PM)

• Good Friday

April 14th (Noon and 7:00 PM)

• Easter

April 16th (8:30 and 10:30 AM)
2 Sunday morning services each week at the standard times
We will continue the 2nd Sunday Brunch Ministry at 9:45 AM

This year’s midweek Lenten sermons will be based upon the Psalms from the
Revised Common Lectionary.
March 29th - Lenten 4 – Psalm 23
April 5th - Lenten 5 – Psalm 130

Pray..... for our family, our friends, and all of God's people .....
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to the hopeless. Though we
cannot command or possess your power, we pray for those who need healing. Mend their wounds, soothe
their fevered brows, and make broken people whole again. Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that,
though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the
Lord. Amen.
Prayer Requests - Prayer requests stay on the list for four weeks. If you wish for your request to be continued,
please contact the church office or indicate it on the yellow sheet in your bulletin.
Homebound Members: Marie Thigpen, John Gammert, Anne Leon, Olga Zinn
Members with Health Concerns: Joe Grant, Warren Mathieu, Charles Breitenbach
Members' Prayer Requests for Friends and Family:
From June Powell: Friend Mary (serious illness)
From Bonnie Emmerling: Rhonda, Bonnie for herself (health issues), Daughter Melissa (health issues)
From Jeanne Capozzi: Stephanie and Andy Kansas farmer (serious health issues, loss of farm fire, weather)
From the Congregation: Bishop Julian Gordy (serious illness)
From Becky Bolt: Jodie
From Allison Ward: Stephen (health and surgery)
From Jodie Harrell: For herself (serious illness and hope for recovery)
From Mary Rogers: For herself (surgery)
From Daggy Goette: Savannah and Family
From the Office: Carol Bauman (illness)
From Pastor and Kris: Eli, Caryl, Krista (health conditions); Levi (family issues); Fred and his family (health issues)
From the Office: Charlene Altman (surgery)
From Heidi Wagstaff: Debby (health concerns)
From the Office: Elsie Evans (at the death of her mother)
From Alison Garnjost: Anup (health issues)
From Ashley Wetstover: Brian and Donna
From Steve Belzer: health issues
From Evelyn Bristow: Son, Larry (health issues)
From Jaycie Drinnon: Joe (health); Nikki (health)
From Barbara Warren: Carissa and Morgan, Marya
From Office: Eileen Lewis and family (as they grieve the death of husband and father)
From Carol Fowler: Christopher (son), Emily
From Sandy Brassard: Jennifer (friend health issues), Joan Schulte (mother)
From Nancy Oliver: Janine, Joe (transplant), Mary Ann, Harriet, Sherry and Earl; Jason (health issues)
From Kathryn Williams: Cousin (health issues), Michael (health issues), Eleanor, Dawn (serious illness)
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• Pray for those awaiting surgery.
• Pray for the work of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA.

Guiding Principles

1. Jesus is Lord and Savior
2. Everyone is welcome and invited
3. We are passionate disciples, being equipped and equipping others
4. We treat each other with grace and forgiveness
5. We are the voice and hands of Christ for the world

