Our mission is to
share God’s love
with all people;
Be disciples,
Make disciples,
Feed God’s sheep.

Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM
Early Service
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
10:30 AM
Late Service

51 Wilmington
Island Road
Savannah, GA
31410

HAPPY 70th ANNIVERSARY
to
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH of the REDEEMER!
ESTABLISHED FEBRUARY 1, 1947

Start saving your cash (coins & bills) for the

Souper Bowl of Caring!

On Sunday, February 5th our youth will be collecting
cash and food for Second Harvest Food Bank of
Coastal GA. This event uses the energy of the Super
Bowl to mobilize youth in a united national effort to care
for people in their local communities who
are hungry and those in need.
Help us TACKLE hunger for good.
Did You Know: Of the 64 congregational categories that participate in the
Souper Bowl of Caring, ELCA Lutherans are the 2nd largest group collecting
donations, and 97% of all ELCA congregations are
participating.

912-897-1133
redeemersav.org

Seniors of Redeemer,
Please Join Us for a Love Luncheon
in your honor.
Sunday, February 12th 12:00 PM
It is once again time to honor our "young at heart" members with the annual
Love Luncheon. Invitations will be sent and we ask you to RSVP to the
church office by Friday, February 10th.

“…conversion is not about seeking or embracing an ideology; it is about bringing one’s religious behavior into
alignment with that of one’s friends and family members.”
Rodney Stark in The Rise of Christianity, pp. 16-17
In our time together 72 people have come to the Foot of the Cross or to the Water of Baptism and have joined
this congregation. Our weekly attendance numbers have jumped from 63 in 2013 to 77 in 2016. More and
more folks are discovering that the message of Grace is more attractive than what they have heard in other
sanctuaries, or is certainly more attractive than having heard no message at all.
So, it is time to thank God for bringing new people into our midst, for blessing us with new babies, and for the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit that has brought both infants and adults into communion with God in Baptism. It
is time to thank God for inspiring the families of small children to come week after week, thus introducing
Jesus to the next generation of this congregation. It is time to thank God for the veteran members whose
volunteerism has kept this church running smoothly (most of the time!) and without whose dedication to giving
of their time would result in higher budgets and much, much less fun! During the last three years some
members have passed away, some have moved away, and a few have found more comfort in a different
message of the Gospel; however, our numerical growth is nothing compared to the spiritual growth we have
experienced in the sustainment of ongoing ministries and the creation of new ministries.
Yet, if Stark is correct, it is more than the message of the Gospel placed on the roadside sign each week that
attracts people to walk through our front doors here at Redeemer. To my knowledge there is no one talking
about the Yankee pastor or the cool Pentecost decorations as what attracted them to come here and to join.
No, what I hear from both visitors and new members is their reflection upon YOUR kindness, warmth, love,
and friendliness. Even those who have visited only once while on vacation have commented that they wished
their congregations back home were as loving as this Redeemer congregation.
This is why my 2017 sermon theme will reflect the growing and maturing faith of this congregation. It is time
for us to embrace the wonderful opportunity your loving, strengthening faith has afforded all of us; more than
ever it is time for us to encourage the Council, the committees, the task force members and all those who for
the first time are considering positions of service as they lead Lutheran Church of the Redeemer into a new
and exciting future in the Name of Jesus Christ. This is why the 2017 sermon theme is: Developing
Shepherds.
Welcome, shepherds, to 2017. Grab onto your shepherds’ crooks; it is time to lead.
To God be the Glory for all God has done,
Pastor Steve

Average weekly attendance: 73; 79
Backpack Buddies offerings:$260.00, $225.00
Average weekly offering: $ 3310.00; $3,555.00 Needed monthly for BpB: $400.00
Needed for 2016 budget: $ 3,654.00

Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, January 22, 2017

to be held after the ONE worship service which will begin at 9:30am. The meeting will
be held in the sanctuary then followed by a catered lunch in fellowship hall.

The contract with Snipes Properties was discussed and conditionally approved for the
Handicap Assessable and bell tower renovation project.
Congregational Life: A workshop on the advanced directive document, 5 Wishes, will be developed through
the Congregational Life commission and Deacon Allison Ward. The Christmas program and Second Sunday
brunch programs were applauded. Funds collected beyond the amount needed to cover the cost of the meals
will be donated to Redeemer’s food ministries.
Finance: The Financial report for the month indicates that giving is behind and the total amount pledged for
2017 is behind what was expected. The Council and Finance committee are developing a plan to address this
issue.
Worship/Music: The Christmas Cantata was amazing. The Advent decorations were lovely. There will be
only one worship service with Holy Communion on Christmas Day at 9:30am. A Un-decoration party is scheduled for 7 January along with a burning of the greens Epiphany service.
Learning Commission: Leaders were pleased with the Children’s program. A young children’s ministry is
being developed.
Operations addressed the air handler that broke in the Fellowship Hall. The system is now loaded with the
new type of freon. A contract for preventative maintenance is now being considered. The new fence for the
playground is almost complete.
Social Ministry: The Reverse Advent bag program and the One Warm Coat (coats for homeless) is still underway. The holiday meals for BpB families provided turkeys for 18 families at Thanksgiving and for 5 families
at Christmas. The Angel Tree was very successful.
-Antique Auto Club, (a not for profit club) would like to rent the Fellowship Hall on a regular basis. Council will
review the schedule and anticipates approval.
-The Nominating committee has been contacting people for next year’s council.
-Next meeting 16 January 2017.

The Finance committee offered a 2017 budget which was approved by council to be presented at the annual
meeting. Pledges do not fully fund the proposed budget, but the council decided to move forward in faith. The
Finance committee will monitor the financial situation monthly and adjust the budget as needed.
New council members will be elected at the Annual Meeting on Jan 22. A council retreat will be held on
Saturday, February 18th from 9 am-12 noon.
Congregational Life reported that the Second Sunday Brunches are going well. Jan 22’s Annual Meeting meal
is being donated by a member. A respite event is being developed for families with young children where
childcare is offered so parents can have free time.
Learning Commission reports that the pastor will lead an Adult Sunday School class on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Worship commission reports there were good responses for all the Christmas services. More help was needed for putting away the Christmas decorations. Weather dampened the attendance to the Epiphany bonfire
service. A program for raising funds for new hymnals is being developed.
Approval was granted for a fundraiser on 10 February for a Marshpoint teacher who is ill.
Building renovations will begin after the Island’s Women's Day Event.
Next Meeting, February 20th, 6:30 pm

Pastor has begun a comprehensive study of
the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit from his
sermon series and Bible readings from this past
summer/fall. Please invite friends and family;
even folks from other denominations will find
this exciting, discussion based study to be
helpful. The class will meet on Tuesday
nights from 7:00 - 8:00 pm.

- EMCC coordinated with LCR to improve the playground space outside of
the classroom.
- We will have a yard sale this spring to raise funds
for new materials. If the congregation has items they
would like to donate, we ask that they hold on to
those items until later this spring.
- We are hoping to offer a CPR/1st aid class for all
parents and LCR congregation. Date not yet determined.
Shawn Kaltenberg President,
Explorers Montessori Coastal Cooperative, Inc.

If you are not able to attend the Tuesday
evening Bible study and because of the
overwhelming interest, we’ve added another
time. During the Adult Sunday School Class we
will be offering an abbreviated Fruit of the Spirit
class. We will begin Jan 29th at 9:30am after
the Early Service (except on Second Sundays).
If you already signed up for the class, your
workbook is available at the back of the Nave.
Please read Chapter 1. If you have not signed
up call the office at 897-1133 so we can
produce enough workbooks.
Come Join Us

Our 2017 offering envelopes are in the
narthex. Please pick up yours to help eliminate postage expense. Thank you.
2016 Contribution Records are also available in
the narthex. Please notify the Financial Secretary,
Carol Fowler, if you have any questions about your
statement, including name and address corrections.
Thank you for your continued support of
Redeemer and its ministries.

Thank you to Mary Woodard and our
Choir for a wonderful Christmas
Cantata sung at both services on
Sunday December 18th.
Beautiful music!

February 4, 2017
8:30 am - 2:30pm
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
EMBRACING LIFE CHALLENGES
$20 Registration (includes lunch)
This years topic is Health & Safety.
The keynote speaker is Gerry Long, former major with the SCMPD and now a commentator
with WSAV.
Sessions will be on:
* Nutrition,
* Women's Mental Health Issues,
* Financial Planning,
* Being a Caregiver
* Forgiveness
A Self-Defense class will also be offered again.
To register, please call
church office at
912-897-1133

(Find flyer on back page of
this newsletter to print and
give to a friend.)

Care Team will meet on Thursday,
February 16th at 6:30pm.
The Care Team thanks all who donated or delivered poinsettia plants and wrote cards to
our homebound. This outreach means so much to
our beloved members who can not make it to
church to be with us on a regular basis. Watch for
Valentines cards to sign.
Any questions, please contact Deacon Allison
Ward, 912.355.9273 or allisonward@comcast.net
Thank you to those who participated in our
first Reverse Advent Bag activity. We received 10 bags of items: food, baby items,
socks, toiletries, and school supplies. We
are sorting through things and delivering items to appropriate places (Second Harvest, schools, and Lutheran Services of GA). As always,
our congregation shows that the holidays are for
remembering others as well as
receiving gifts.
Remembering others as we prepare
for His birth.

Dear Redeemer Congregation,
Lutheran Services of Georgia’s Hope
Tree 2016 was a huge success!
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we were about to brighten the
lives of over 1400 children and families during
this special time of year. We are grateful to
you and Redeemer for blessing the may children and families we serve throughout GA.
Your donation truly makes a difference in the
lives of our clients and we thank you for helping to make this year’s gift drive our best yet.
Your thoughtfulness and generosity is appreciated and we hope you will continue to partner with LSG in 2017. We wish you a Happy
New Year!
Tim Swenson,
Special Events Coordinator

Thank you to those who have already donated 15 coats. They were greatly appreciated
last week when I delivered before the cold snap hit.
We will continue to collect through February.
If you have an old coat in good, clean condition or a
new coat you would like to donate, even rain coats
in good condition, please bring it to the church or
call for pick-up service. All sizes.
Susan Tellefsen 898-0629
We continue to pack and
deliver our 35 bags a
week. We are still in
need of more hands for monthly pick-up of food at
2nd Harvest and for weekly delivery. Thank you
to all who financially support our BpB ministry.
Please let Susan Tellefsen know asap if you can
help, 441-5952.

Our cart is now available for Emergency Distribution
for the islands for 2nd Harvest, so please
remember to bring at least TWO CANS or
containers of food on Sundays for our
grocery cart. Foods needed are protein
items such as tuna, peanut butter, meaty
soups and stews, mac n’ cheese, also
canned veggies and fruits. Please make sure food
items are not expired.
Can we do this, Yes we CAN!!

 Backpack Buddies: $10/month donations










needed for each food bag. Also peanut butter,
cheese cracker packs and granola bars.
Diapers are needed for Lutheran Services of
GA’s Foster Care program.
Grocery Cart: see Toucan Sunday article.
Books for military
School Supplies for area schools
Winter Coats for downtown homeless shelter
Furniture for LSG Refugee Services
Box Tops for Education
Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House.

Our Super Seniors for 2017
Super Seniors for January are
George Bartell & Joan Martin
Happy Birthday!!
If we miss your super birthday that means we don’t
have your birthday information, so please let the
church office know. -Milestone Ministry Team

The flower chart
for 2017 is available at the Information
Station. Please select your date or
dates for the year. Please submit the
bulletin information to the church
office.
When paying for your flowers, please help our accounting process by clearly designating the funds
as flower payment and placing it ($33) in the offering plate, on Juanita's desk or in her box. Payment
must be made prior or the flowers cannot be ordered.

The sympathy of the congregation is
expressed to the family of Nell
McCreery who passed away in December and her funeral was held at
Redeemer. Nell will definitely be
missed at Redeemer.
Also to Cookie Espinoza whose father passed
away in December.
And to the family and friends of Bruce Bauman.
Bruce and family have been unable to attend Redeemer for many years due to his lengthy battle
with cancer. There are several pieces of his handiwork around Redeemer from his active years.
And to Eileen and all the family and friends of John
Lewis. John passed away Sunday, January 15th
and his Memorial Service will be held at Redeemer
on Saturday, February 18th at 2:00pm.
God’s Peace be with all these families as they
mourn the loss of their loved one.
Dear Redeemer Family,

Our next gathering will be Monday, February 13th
at 6:30 pm at Cancun II for a pre-valentine dinner.
Come and have some fun and fellowship.
If you have any questions please contact
Joe Warren, 786-9605.

As of the new year, Sharing Sisters will meet once
a month on the second Monday evening @
7:00pm in a private home. The focus for 2017 will
be on fellowship for ALL the women of Redeemer. Various programs will be presented, including
"our famous field trips", seasonal craft projects,
book reviews, etc.
Our February meeting will be on the 13th at 7:00pm.
Location and program to be announced. Watch the
bulletin and eNews for updates.
Suggestions for programs or activities or anyone
needing a ride can call Charlene Altman at 7130221,or Barbara Warren at 786-9605.

May the blessings of the season fill your heart with peace
and joy throughout the year. Best wishes for the New
Year.
Marie Thigpen

To Redeemer Church,
The loss of my grandmother (Jeanne Kehoe) was a tremendous loss for our family, but I also know it was a tremendous loss for the church as well. Jeanne always felt
a strong commitment to your church. This was a special
time of year for her as she always looked forward to singing in the choir especially at Christmas time.
I would like to offer this small gift to the church in her
honor during this special time of year.
Sincerely
Richie Deason

Congregation,
Kris and I wish to thank you for the generous
Pastor’s Purse at Christmas!
Love, Pastor Steve
Dear Redeemer,
I really appreciate the box of goodies. They really
came at the perfect time. Thanks for all your love
and support!
Love, Lauren Groover

Greetings from Allison,
Jim and Megan at the
Dome of the Rock,
Temple Mount,
Jerusalem.
Megan Maner in the
Jordan River

January 22

Annual Congregational Meeting

February 4

Women’s Retreat

February 12th

LOVE Luncheon

February 18th

Council Retreat
Lewis Memorial Service

March 1st

Ash Wednesday

April 16th

Easter Sunday

Valentine's Day is a perfect time to reflect on the
ways we show our love of God through our love of
neighbor. Think of ways we can express our love of
neighbor; for example, "Feed the Hungry," "Give
Drink to the Thirsty," "Comfort Those Who Mourn,"
"Visit the Sick," and so on. May we show our appreciation of the human love we commemorate on Valentine's Day as we hear the words of Jesus:
"Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another"
John 13:34.

JANUARY
1/02 Dagma Goette
1/04 Raymond Nowicki
1/04 Bruce Bauman
1/06 George Bartell
1/07 Gail Exley
1/15 Cookie Espinoza
1/17 Elizabeth Drinnon
1/18 Barbara Warren
1/20 Bob Ward
1/22 Allison Ward
1/25 Nancy Oliver
1/29 Joan Martin

FEBRUARY
2/02 Wills Nowicki
2/10 Logan Kaltenberg
2/10 Robert Zoller III

Congregational
(Please inform office of any additions or changes in status)
Prayer Requests - Prayer requests stay on the list for four weeks. If you wish for your request to be
continued, please contact the church office or indicate it on the yellow sheet in your bulletin.
Homebound Members: Marie Thigpen, John Gammert, Anne Leon, Olga Zinn
Members with Health Concerns: Joe Grant, Evelyn Bristow, Warren Mathieu,
Butch Elmgren (recovering from knee surgery), Charles Brietenbach (recovering from surgery)
Members' Prayer Requests for Friends and Family:
From the Office: Family of Bruce Bauman upon his death last week.
From the Office: Eileen and family of John Lewis upon his death this week.
From Jane Gobin: Trey and Family
From Kimberly Grady: Butch Elmgren (health); Brenda (health issues); Jody, Clark, Jordon, Randall
(prayers for healing)
From Angela Lingle: her Mother Ginny (health issues), Daveed and Kayla and Naia
From Ashley Westover: (family need)
From Evelyn Bristow: Sue (health issues)
From Cookie Espinoza: Prayers following the death of her father
From Ellie Loewen: Son, Harry (health issues), Rob
From Sandy Brassard: son Douglas; Jennifer (friend health issues)
From Nancy Oliver: Janine, Joe (transplant), Mary Ann (serious health issues); Harriet (serious
health issues); Daniel (serious health issues)
From Linda Larson: daughter, Becky (serious illness)
From Jodi Groover: Michele (pending death in family)
From Heather Hegg: Julia (health issues)
From Carol Fowler: Celia (as she grieves husband’s death), Christopher (son), Emily
From Sarah Friedel: Drayton (health issues)
From Susan Tellefsen: Elaine (health issues); Leah & children (death of husband/father)
From Audrey LaMar: Kari (health issues)
From Kathryn Williams: Cousin (health issues), Michael (health issues), Eleanor, Dawn (pray for
effective treatment and comfort from pain)
From Heidi Wagstaff/Jim Heater: niece, Krissy and Dawn (health concerns); Adrienne and children
(dealing with loss)
From Barbara Warren: Carissa and Morgan
From Elsie Evans: grandson, Zachary
From Pastor and Kris: Eli, Caryl, Krista (health conditions);
Pray for violence to end, both in Savannah and in the world.
Remember all those serving our country and their families, along with veterans who have returned
with disabilities and/or who are facing unemployment / underemployment.
Pray for those with addictions, and with families who suffer along with their loved one.
Pray for those awaiting surgery
Pray for the work of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA

Let us love, not in word or
speech, but in truth and action.
1John 3:18

Welcome to the newest member of
our church family,
Sawyer James Janzen.
Sawyer is the son of J and Sarah Janzen
and was baptized Sunday, January 15th.
Sawyer was blessed to have his aunt
Rev. Kelli Schmitt come down from
Wisconsin to assist with his baptism.
Congratulations!

Brooke Reiter,
911 Trafford Lane,
Savannah, GA 31410,
912-257-6172,
brkrtr@gmail.com

Stephen Belzer,
101 Waller Drive,
Savannah, GA 31410,
912-436-5970

Church Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9 am – 12 pm
Pastor Office Hours: Mon – Wed, 9 am – 12 pm; Thurs, 11 am – 8 pm
(912) 897-1133
redeemersav.org
facebook.com/redeemersav
twitter.com/redeemersav
The Rev. Steve Hilgeman, Pastor ......912-677-0626, pastorsteve@redeemersav.org
Allison Ward, Deacon ........................................................ allisonward@comcast.net
Juanita Clark, Secretary .................................................secretary@redeemersav.org
Mary Woodard, Music Director............................................... marynicole@gmail.com
Congregational Council
President ....................... Mary Deloach
Vice President .................. Jim Drinnon
Secretary ......................... Karen Jerald
Congregational Life ....... Audrey Lamar
Learning ..................... Sandy Brassard
Property/Operations ...... Megan Maner
Social Ministry ................... Elsie Evans
Stewardship/Finance ........ Jim Drinnon
Worship ........................... Nancy Oliver

Treasurer .............................. Jim Ward
Financial Secretary .......... Carol Fowler
*non-council

Marketing* ....................... Jodi Groover
Newsletter*................. Susan Tellefsen
Website & eNews* ................ Jim Ward

February 4, 2017

8:30 am - 2:30pm

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

EMBRACING LIFE CHALLENGES

$20 Registration (includes lunch)

This years topic is Health & Safety.
The keynote speaker is Gerry Long, former major with the SCMPD and now a commentator
with WSAV.

Sessions will be on:
* Nutrition,
* Women's Mental Health Issues,
* Financial Planning,
* Being a Caregiver
* Forgiveness

A Self-Defense class will also be offered again.

To register please call church office at
912-897-1133.

