Our mission is to
share God’s love
with all people;
Be disciples,
Make disciples,
Feed God’s sheep.

Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM
Early Service
9:30 AM
Learning Hour

Easter
at
Redeemer
Thank you to all those who helped make it such a wonderful day to celebrate
our Lord’s resurrection. The altar guild who decorated the sanctuary so beautifully, those who prepared for, served and cleaned up after the brunch, those
who coordinated the egg hunt for all the children, those who brought food and
drink to share, the groundskeepers who made our property so beautiful for this
special day, the choir and the hand bells who provided such beautiful music,
the many visitors who came and shared in our celebration and especially to
Pastor Steve who led the two beautiful Easter services.

10:30 AM
Late Service

51 Wilmington
Island Road
Savannah, GA
31410
912-897-1133
redeemersav.org

Date: June 19 –23
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:15 pm
Ages: 4 yr old - rising 5th grade
Cost: $10 per child
This years VBS will be titled “Who is my Neighbor?”.
What examples can we find in the Bible about being a neighbor? How do we
serve our neighbors with dignity and love? Join us as we discover how we
can be good friends and neighbors to everyone. Registration will begin May
1st, online and at the Information Station.
We will meet at 6:00 for a lite supper and opening. From 6:30 –8:00 we’ll
move through each of our 3 areas; Art lead by Jodi Groover, Music led by
Don & Nancy Goll, and Story/Drama led by Allison Ward, and we’ll close at
8:15.
On Friday evening we will share a family dinner and the children will show us
what they learned.
If you are interested in helping, please see Heidi Wagstaff. Leaders have
been identified and volunteers are need to support all areas.

…a church rests on peoples’ maintaining long-term, stable, and exclusive commitments. But when people

construct a religious portfolio, their commitment to any given stock is weak and subject to constant
reappraisal.
Rodney Stark in The Rise of Christianity, p. 205.
My pastoral theme this year is Developing Leaders, and Stark’s comment highlights something all
members of this congregation should consider. We are a community of Lutheran Christians, and with that
comes some automatic commitments. We are:
scriptural (The Holy Bible is the only text written that, when read or heard, is used by God to reveal God’s
will); and
confessional (we are bound to the teachings of The Augsburg Confession); and
creedal (our belief statements – Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds - summarize our understanding of
the role of the Triune God in our lives); and
liturgical (worship has a working order to it – We Gather to worship God and to be equipped by God for
service; we read/hear/experience the Word in the writings of the Bible, the sermon, prayer, etc.; we
receive the Meal as forgiveness of sins and as renewal of our baptism; and we are Sent into the World to
share the Good News).
We are Lutherans – scriptural, confessional, creedal, and liturgical. Added to this, we are members of
a structured, loving, generous missional outreach organization called the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, the largest Lutheran denomination in the United States. As ELCA, we also are active participants in
several worldwide Lutheran organizations that assist refugees, respond to hunger everywhere, show up
following natural disasters, along with so much more.
What is also essential to our Lutheranism is Martin Luther’s teachings of how God relates to us. You’ll
notice from the Stark quote above that when people go to the God buffet table and take a little of this and a
little of that (i.e. they create their own understanding of god), then “their commitment…is weak and subject to
constant appraisal.” So many people are trying to design an understanding of a god who makes them feel
happy or who makes them wealthy that they miss the true Glory of God. Lutheranism is strong because we
stick to the four basics bulleted above. For five hundred years we have stayed true to these basics – and
while denominational differences still exist even within Lutheranism – at least we can agree on these bullet
points.
I am more excited today than ever before about being a part of the ELCA. I am more excited today
than ever before about being a Lutheran. I am more excited today than ever before about being a child of
God. Finally, I know my excitement comes from God whom in respect, honor, glory, and love we worship in a
scriptural, confessional, creedal, and liturgical way.
How about you? What does being a Lutheran Christian mean to you? How about we talk about it over
a cup of coffee?
To God be the Glory for all God has done,
Pastor Steve

Average weekly attendance: 80
Average weekly offering: $ 3749.00
Needed weekly for 2017 budget: $ 4293.00

Backpack Buddies offerings: $105.00
Needed monthly for BpB: $400.00

Pastor reports he is well pleased with the Lenten and Holy Week services and activities of Redeemer. He
presented an organizational idea for the Stewardship/Finance commission which will be discussed at the next
council meeting.
The Strategic Plan has been reviewed for 2016 and will be presented soon. Work on the current plan for
2017-8-9, will continue with congregational input on 4 June after the late worship with a Commission
Fair. The new plan will then be consolidated and brought to the congregation at the Second Sunday Brunch
on July 9th to offer acceptance with a vote.
Finance: Cottage meetings will be hosted to offer further clarification of the Thrive program (our new way of
budgeting). This will allow discussions in small groups. Financial Reports now show that Thrive funds are being moved each month in the Gerken, Endowment, and Emergency Funds as well as an increase in our offering to the Synod office.
Operations report: The renovation project is nearly completed. All looks beautiful! The Work Day for the
grounds was a great success and the whole campus was spruced up for Easter. The fence around the air
handler for the Fellowship hall will be replaced.
Learning report: VBS will be June 19-23, from 6-8:15 p.m. Heidi Wagstaff is the organizer and gathering
people to participate.
Congregational life report: Second Sunday Brunch in March was held with The Dr. Rev. Ben Moravitz, assistant to the Bishop, giving us an update on our ministry through the synod office. Inquires are underway for
interest for relaunching the Sunshine Club for Seniors. Travel sized toiletries are being collected for the
Ronald McDonald House in Chattanooga to for Synod Assembly attendees to offer from Redeemer.
Worship report: The council offered appreciation to the worship committees for all their hard work on all the
services during Lent and Holy Week. All was lovely!
Next Meeting, Monday, May15th, 6:30 pm.

Jim and Elizabeth Drinnon have been elected to
serve as Redeemer’s lay representatives
at the 2017 Synod Assembly. Please pray for
them, along with Pastor and Allison Ward, our
rostered leaders. They will be voting on important
Synod issues.

You can now donate to Redeemer when you buy
things from Amazon. Just go to
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1524679 and set
that as your starting place for Amazon. Then set
your bookmark to smile.amazon.com and your
choice will be remembered. Thanks!

Beginning April 15th, you may pick up an application from Chairman Jim Heater or the church office. If you want one mailed to you, contact Juanita
Clark in the church office, and she will send one to
you. All applications must be received by May
15, 2017.

Care Team will meet Thursday,
May 18th at 6:30pm.
Thank you to those who signed the Easter cards
sent to our homebound. Also to those who delivered Easter plants.
If you would like to join our team or have any questions, please contact Deacon Allison Ward,
912.355.9273 or allisonward@comcast.net

Pastor is leading a comprehensive study of the nine
fruits of the Holy Spirit from
his sermon series and Bible readings from
this past summer/fall. The class meets on
Tuesday nights at 7:00pm and will continue
through May.
If you are not able to attend the Tuesday
evening study we’ve added another time.
During the Adult Sunday School Class we
will be offering an abbreviated Fruit of the Spirit
class. We will meet at 9:30am after the Early
Service (except on Second Sundays).
Come Join Us

Another school year is
drawing to a close.
Thank you to all who
financially support our
BpB ministry, to Jim & Heidi Heater who delivered
to Garrison weekly, to Jodi Groover who helped
me deliver every week to our island schools and to
Maggie Tellefsen and Anna Nguyen who
volunteered weekly to pack the bags. (They were
working for community service hours).
I couldn’t have done it without all your help.
Unfortunately we were not able to find another
strong body with a truck to help me with the pick
ups so we’re still looking for that person for next
year. School starts back on August 3rd.
Please let Susan Tellefsen know asap if you can
help, 441-5952.

Our cart is now available for Emergency
Distribution for the islands for 2nd
Harvest, so please remember to bring at
least TWO CANS or containers of food on Sundays
for our grocery cart. Foods needed are protein
items such as tuna, peanut butter, meaty soups and
stews, mac n’ cheese, also canned veggies and
fruits. Please make sure food items are not expired.
Can we do this, Yes we CAN!!

New Worship Assistants Process
We are reorganizing and simplifying the signup process for so many opportunities for personal ministry
at Redeemer. We are asking those already active
in the ministry to re-signup to specify your choice of
Sundays. This will make the task of scheduling
much easier and smoother.
Volunteer sheets in the narthex are labeled for 8:30
and 10:30 services. Please signup for a specific
Sunday of the month and/or as substitute or for
special services, i.e Easter, funerals etc. Once
signed up that will be your Sunday of each month
to participate. If you are unable to be present on
day scheduled, please ask someone to cover or
switch with you for that week as soon as possible.
Please prayfully consider these opportunities and
signup for a rewarding experience. You never know
what you are missing until you try something new!

 Backpack Buddies: $10/month donations










needed for each food bag. Also peanut butter,
cheese cracker packs and granola bars.
Diapers are needed for Lutheran Services of
GA’s Foster Care program.
Grocery Cart: see Toucan Sunday article.
Books for military
School Supplies for area schools
Winter Coats for downtown homeless shelter
Furniture for LSG Refugee Services
Box Tops for Education
Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House.

We will be celebrating our milestone
ministries for this school year at the late
service on Sunday, May 21st.
Amy Palmer — Islands High School
Grace Wilson — Islands High School
If you have a high school or college graduate
this year, or a new driver in your family please
contact the church office asap.

Super Seniors for 2017
Our May Super Senior is

Joe Grant
Happy Birthday!!
If we miss your super birthday (80+) that means we don’t
have your birthday information, so please let the church
office know. -Milestone Ministry Team

Women of Redeemer meets once a month on
the second Monday evening @ 6:30pm. The
focus for 2017 will be on fellowship for ALL the
women of Redeemer. Various programs will be
presented, including "our famous field trips", seasonal craft projects, book reviews, etc.
Our April gathering was so much fun. Kris Hilgeman taught us to make some beautiful wreaths to
be donated to local nursing facilities, as well as a
few for us to keep. See photo below.
Our May activity on the 8th is to be determined.
Watch eNews and bulletin for more information.
We will not meet during summer months but will
resume gatherings in September.
Suggestions for programs or activities or anyone
needing a ride can call Charlene Altman at 7130221 or Barbara Warren at 786-9605.

Our next gathering will be Monday, May 8th at 6:30
pm at Cancun II. Come and have some fun and
fellowship.
If you have any questions please contact
Joe Warren, 786-9605.

Sign Up to Host Fellowship Hour

Our Sunday morning Hospitality is in need
of volunteers. Please prayerfully consider
signing up for one or two Sundays this
Spring to bring finger foods (donuts, cookies, cakes,
fruit, etc.) to go with our coffee, tea, water during fellowship time.
The altar flower
clipboard for 2017 is available at the
Information Station. Please select your
date or dates for the year. Please also
submit the bulletin information to the
church office.
When paying for your flowers, please
help our accounting process by clearly designating
the funds as flower payment and placing it ($33) in
the offering plate, on Juanita's desk or in her box.
Payment must be made prior or the flowers cannot
be ordered.

EMCC Updates
We have hired a new assistant, Ms. Laura Eggers.
We will have an Open House on May 18th from 5
-7pm.
We will have a booth periodically over the summer at the Wilmington Island Farmers Market. Ms. Carly will be demonstrating various Montessori exercises.
We will have a spring yard sale fundraiser on May
20th. Donations from the congregation are appreciated.
Shawn Kaltenberg President,
Explorers Montessori Coastal Cooperative, Inc.

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is not only a time for reflection on the rich history of this
church, but also a chance to look forward to what lies ahead for all of us. It’s an exciting time to be
Lutheran as we come together with the Roman Catholic Church on the foundation of our common
heritage. –Bishop Eaton

Savannah Area Lutherans will host Four Sessions to
Commemorate the Reformation Anniversary.
“Reformation 500: Geo-political world of the Reformation”
Date: Sunday, May 7, 2017
Time: 3:00pm
Place: Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 West Ridge Rd, Savannah
Speaker: Dr. Byron Boyd
Dr. Byron Boyd will focus on the political world of Luther’s time, examining the factors outside the church
that led to the eruption of the Reformation. The government at that time was heavily tied to government
and politics. Dr. Boyd has taught at Savannah Country Day since 1982 and Armstrong since 1984.

Faith Shower for Hunter Anderson
Thank you to all those who made this
lovely day possible.

Maundy Thursday
Foot Washing

EaStEr Brunch

EGG Hunt

Congregational
(Please inform office of any additions or changes in status)
Prayer Requests - Prayer requests stay on the list for four weeks. If you wish for your request to be
continued, please contact the church office or indicate it on the yellow sheet in your bulletin.
Homebound Members: Marie Thigpen, John Gammert, Anne Leon, Olga Zinn, Charles Breitenbach
Members with Health Concerns: Joe Grant, Warren Mathieu
Members' Prayer Requests for Friends and Family:
From Pastor Steve: Rebecca Kolowe (former Synod employee) in the death of her sister
From Jodi Groover: Dolores
From June Powell: Friend Mary (serious illness)
From Bonnie Emmerling: Rhonda, Bonnie for herself, Melissa (daughter), Eddie, Karen (all health
issues)
From Jeanne Capozzi: Stephanie and Andy Kansas farmer (serious health issues, loss of farm fire,
weather)
From Becky Bolt: Jodie
From Allison Ward: Stephen (health and surgery)
From Jodie Harrell: For herself (serious illness and hope for recovery)
From Mary Rogers: For herself (recovering from surgery)
From Daggy Goette: Savannah and Family
From the Office: Carol Bauman (illness)
From Pastor and Kris: Eli, Caryl, Krista (health conditions); Levi (family issues);
Family of Camille (at her death)
From Heidi Wagstaff: Debby (health concerns)
From the Office: Elsie Evans (at the death of her mother); Eileen Lewis and family (as they grieve the
death of husband and father)
From Alison Garnjost: Anup (health issues)
From Ashley Westover: Brian and Donna
From Steve Belzer: health issues
From Evelyn Bristow: Son, Larry (health issues)
From Jaycie Drinnon: Joe (health); Nikki (health)
From Barbara Warren: Carissa and Morgan, Marya
From Carol Fowler: Christopher (son), Emily
From Sandy Brassard: Jennifer (friend health issues), Joan Schulte (mother)
From Nancy Oliver: Janine, Joe (transplant), Mary Ann, Harriet, Sherry and Earl;
Jason (health issues)
From Kathryn Williams: Cousin (health issues), Michael (health issues), Eleanor,
Family and friends of Dawn Wooten as they mourn her death
From Elsie Evans: Grandson, Zachary; Nicky (serious health issue and treatment)
Remember all those serving our country and their families, along with veterans who have returned
with disabilities and/or who are facing unemployment / underemployment.
Pray for violence to end, both in Savannah and in the world.
Pray for those with addictions, and with families who suffer along with their loved one.
Pray for those awaiting surgery.
Pray for the work of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA.

MAY
BIRTHDAYS
May 14th

2nd Sunday Brunch
Mother’s Day

May 20th

Montessori Yard Sale

May 21st

Milestone Ministries/Graduates

May 26-28th

SE Synod Assembly

June 4th

Pentecost Sunday

June 11th

2nd Sunday Brunch

June 18th

Father’s Day

June 19-23rd

Vacation Bible School
“Who is my Neighbor?”

July 9th

5/3 Jim Drinnon
5/6 Heather Hegg
5/11 Mary Woodard
5/11 Sandra Fennell
5/11 Jim Ward
5/12 Sophia Anderson
5/13 John Gammert
5/14 Jacob Heater
5/16 Parker Woods
5/20 Staci Woods
5/22 Joe Grant
5/22 Kara Heater
5/26 Brian Woods
5/27 Michelle Reed
5/29 Kris Hilgeman

2nd Sunday Brunch
Strategic Plan Vote

Church Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9 am – 12 pm
Pastor Office Hours: Mon – Wed, 9 am – 12 pm; Thurs, 11 am – 8 pm
(912) 897-1133
redeemersav.org
facebook.com/redeemersav
twitter.com/redeemersav
The Rev. Steve Hilgeman, Pastor ...... 912-677-0626, pastorsteve@redeemersav.org
Allison Ward, Deacon ........................................................ allisonward@comcast.net
Juanita Clark, Secretary ................................................. secretary@redeemersav.org
Mary Woodard, Music Director .............................................. marynicole@gmail.com
Congregational Council
President...........................Jim Drinnon
Vice President...................John Salvati
Secretary.......................Mark Tellefsen
Congregational Life ....... Audrey Lamar
Learning ..................... Sandy Brassard
Property/Operations........Jason Darling
Social Ministry.............Barbara Warren
Stewardship/Finance ........ John Salvati
Worship ........................... Nancy Oliver

Mutual Ministry..................Jim Drinnon
Treasurer .............................. Jim Ward
Financial Secretary .......... Carol Fowler
*non-council

Marketing* ........................Jodi Groover
Newsletter* ................ Susan Tellefsen
Website & eNews* ................ Jim Ward

