Our mission is to
share God’s love
with all people;
Be disciples,
Make disciples,
Feed God’s sheep.

Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM
Early Service
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
10:30 AM
Late Service

51 Wilmington
Island Road
Savannah, GA
31410
912-897-1133
redeemersav.org

We will have 1 joint service followed by
a German lunch and a movie.
Congregation is encouraged to wear RED.
"By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God. We are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life." - Ephesians 2: 8-10

Rescheduled for Sunday, October 8th at 12:30 PM
Park Place Outreach at 514 E. Henry Street
This year we will be reorganizing the kitchen at Park Place Outreach Center. They
need 6-8 individuals to come and help them re-organize their kitchen (shelves,
drawers, labeling). If you wish to be part of this year’s GWOH Team, sign up in the
Narthex immediately. Indicate if you do NOT have a yellow GWOH shirt yet. Car
pooling is encouraged.

Since then Your Majesty and your lordships desire a simply reply, I will answer without horns and without
teeth. Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason - I do not accept the authority of peoples and
councils, for they have contradicted each other - my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I
will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen.
Martin Luther
The Diet (Assembly) of Worms
1521 A.D.
On October 31, 1517 a priest named Martin Luther presented to the world a list of 95 objections (known
commonly as the Ninety-Five Theses) of the workings of the Roman Church. We teach that this list was
nailed to the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. This action on this date kicked off what would become
known as The Reformation.
Luther was not attempting to cause a schism; he never dreamed of breaking up the Catholic Church
with his protestations. He merely wanted the Roman Church, its Pope, and all the authorities within the
Church to be true to the Holy Scriptures. For this he was brought before both government and church
officials where he was found to be a heretic, a speaker and teacher of biblical falsehoods. Fortunately,
Luther had friends in high places who provided sanctuary for him, and during this time Luther translated the
Bible from Latin into German, and he wrote many of his publicized biblical commentaries.
It is not by accident that we lift up the tenacity, courage, and faithfulness of Martin Luther. He risked
his life for the sake of the gospel. Luther fought the good fight, and today we are who we are as the original
Protestant Church largely because of the actions of Luther and his contemporaries. In fact, the published
document, The Augsburg Confession, is second only to the Bible as our source of our collective
understanding of faith and of the role of the church (now notice the small “c”).
I love being a Lutheran and, more specifically, I love being a member of the ELCA. As members of
the largest Lutheran denomination in the United States, we are the last Lutheran upholders of the
unadulterated understanding that Jesus Christ is revealed by the power of the Holy Spirit when the Holy
Bible is read or heard. And, thanks to the revelation of God to Luther that we are justified by grace through
faith by the works of Christ (Romans 5; Ephesians 2) we live our lives free of the fear of the eternal
consequences of Sin. In that freedom we boldly express our love of Christ not because doing so will give us
salvation, but that we truly love the One whose life, death, and resurrection have returned humanity to a
right relationship with God. Glorious!
This October, give thanks to God for the work of Martin Luther but, as Luther did, give all the credit to the
Lord.
To God be the Glory for all God has done,
Pastor Steve

Average weekly attendance: 74
Average weekly offering: $3016.00
Needed weekly for 2017 budget: $ 4293.00

Backpack Buddies offerings: $375.00
Needed monthly for BpB: $400.00

The following volunteer opportunities are available at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer:
Council Treasurer
Care Team – hospital and home visitors
Island Women’s Day co-chair
Study Group Reconciling Lutherans (LGBTQ Organization)
Worship Assistants for Early Worship
Worship Assistants for 3:00 PM worship for persons with developmental disabilities (to begin in a few
months)

Pastor’s Report: Working on finding contractors to repair the roof/windows of the narthex. Several programs
and meetings had to be cancelled due to hurricane Irma. He is working to reschedule the introduction to the
worship service designed for persons with developmental disabilities. Pastor presented and council approved
a resolution for the Compensation for Supply Musicians.
Deacon’s Report: A recap of the Lutheran Disaster Response activities was offered. Council was receptive
to housing volunteers to come to this area to offer disaster relief for those affected by Irma. The Care Team
could use some more members to reach out to the homebound. Support for the LSG golf tournament is in the
works.
Finance: The usual summer slow down financially was experienced along with the financial impact of having
to cancel worship for the mandatory evacuation for hurricane Irma. Work continues on consolidating the memorial funds with a resolution to be presented at the next council meeting. Work on the budget for 2018 begins next month.
Operations: A new belt was purchased for the lawnmower. Jason, along with council, offered appreciation for
the teams of people who put up and took down the hurricane shutters. Thanks to God was offered for no
building damage this year. A large tree is down along the alley drive which will require professional removal.
Learning: Children’s Church is now underway and seems to be appreciated by the children. Confirmation will
be open soon for children in the 4, 5 & 6th grades.
Congregational Life: October Adult Lutheran Fellowship event is in the works. The Second Sunday Brunch
in October will be a continental breakfast (as Debbie is not available to cook her usual, wonderful hot meal.)
Fall Festival is on 4 November with a BBQ dinner from 4-7pm. Reformation gathering meal being planned to
follow the worship service on 29 October. Advent tree and decorations will happen on 2 December, a Saturday.
Social Ministries: God’s Work our Hands event was postponed due to hurricane Irma. Men’s group raised
funds for uniforms, shoes, and backpacks for refugee children. Plans are underway for a fundraiser done at
the Savannah Banana’s game next year. The Giving Tree will be offered again this year.
Worship: 86 hymnals have been sold! The goal is to sell 150 before Thanksgiving. Handrail installation for
the nave should be done this next week. It was delayed by hurricane Irma. Reformation Sunday will be celebrated with one worship service followed by a meal and a movie.
Next Meeting: Monday, October 16th, 6:30 pm

Within the next 90 days, we hope to begin offering an afternoon worship service for persons
with developmental disabilities. The weekly Sunday service at 3:00pm is designed with an abbreviated liturgy which is re-written in a language more conducive to persons who cannot read and for those
with a limited vocabulary. Prayers, songs, a three minute sermon will make up this Service of Word and Sacrament.
If you know any child or adult who would enjoy participating in a worship service where the Gospel is
preached in a language they understand, please have them contact Pastor Steve. We will be posting a volunteer list later.
No transportation will be offered for this 3:00 PM service.

Hurricane Irma is now long gone but the stories of what we did to prepare, how we endured the hassles, and the positive, yes, positive aspects of the hurricane are still with us. At our last Care Team meeting we talked about the dynamic
of Compassion Fatigue—this happens when one becomes just worn out from caring, from seeing others suffer, and worrying about those in harm’s way. An individual with compassion fatigue can themselves be unharmed, but becomes exhausted and physically run down simply by being exposed to more of other people’s trauma than they can process at
the time. We watched Hurricane Harvey roll into Texas, then Irma was up close and personal, then Jose and Marie blew
through Puerto Rico and the sister islands. Meanwhile there were massive fires in beautiful Montana destroying Glacier
National Park and surrounding communities and two massive earthquakes in Mexico with stories of children trapped in
buildings. This week the Lutheran community learned of a beloved young pastor, Megan Jones, who died way too soon.
Too much. Too much pain to witness. What is one to do?
Jesus gave us a wonderful life lesson when he left the others to go off to pray. He would have been familiar with Psalm
46 which starts with “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though
the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; though its waters rage and foam, and
though the mountains tremble with its tumult…” When life becomes overwhelming, take yourself to a place where you
can be nourished, restored, and healed. Spend time with God, let God be your refuge. Just breathe. Give your body,
your mind, your spirit a bit of rest. It is okay to take a break. All the rest of the world will be there waiting for your return.
Be kind to yourself. This can be really difficult for people when they are in the midst of a disaster, but, seriously, if you do
not tend to yourself, you will be of little use to others when you become too tired to even care.
And as we wade through a world that seems filled with disasters, look for the rainbows. Here are some that I witnessed
this week; Our evacuation plan allowed Jim and I to spend a lovely weekend with our son and daughter in law in Raleigh. As I made calls for my hospice patients, I heard of how so many enjoyed the change of scenery. One said she felt
like she was camping again when the power went out and she had to make do. We returned home to only have tree
limbs in the yard, no damage. But, those along the water’s edge were not so fortunate. As a coordinator for Lutheran
Disaster Response, I participated in calls that gathered information from area Lutheran congregations and communities.
Rainbow: No church had any major damage. But, our beloved beach communities, Tybee Island, did not fare so well.
Kathryn Williams took me and Lutheran Services of GA Alvin Kates on a tour soon after the area was open to nonresidents. As we drove down Lewis Ave. we saw the guts of homes on the edge of the street. Piles of furniture, drywall,
toys, bedding… all piled in huge heaps. The rainbow? The rainbow was the community. People were out in their yards
checking in with each other sharing meals and news. We heard stories of how neighbors helped neighbors. We heard
about teams of people coming in right away to help. We heard them laugh and express they were happy to be alive. A
week later I returned to the same area with John Moeller, the CEO and President of Lutheran Services of GA. He wanted to come survey the area to see how LSG could be helpful along with Lutheran Disaster Response. Some of the piles
from the homes was moved to Memorial Park and became a mountain of household debris. (see pictures below)
Again, as we drove around the area we heard from all sorts of people about how grateful they were for the help that was
offered, the community spirit, and just happy to be alive. The brightest rainbow of hurricane Irma is that priorities were
reset—the busyness of life took a backseat to sharing love and helping one another. That was the most beautiful rainbow I witnessed. It was God’s love shining through, showing behind the clouds a glimpse of God’s own kingdom on
earth.
You will hear more about our synod’s efforts to bring help to this area through Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran Services of GA. Yes, there are many places needing aid, and I encourage you to send the funds you can to help
whatever area God has placed on your heart. Another great way to break out of compassion fatigue is to act on the trauma witnessed, to do something. Where can you bring a rainbow of hope, a sign of God’s love?
God’s peace,
Deacon Allison

Lutheran Services of Georgia's Refugee Services in
Savannah is excited to be able to offer tutoring four
days a week this year in a group after-school program setting. Elementary and middle school students will meet after school four times a week to get
homework help, improve their English skills, and
participate in hands-on learning enrichment activities that complement the school curriculum.
Tutors will be crucial in helping students one-on-one
and in small groups. No teaching experience is necessary – only a willingness to learn, help, and work
with the students. The LSG School Liaison, Hannah
Bell, will be present to aid tutors and students and
provide resources for English learning.

Tutors will commit to attending the program
one day a week for the duration of the
school year, beginning October 2. Additionally, there will be a required training from
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm on Wednesday, Sept. 27
at the LSG office.
WHAT: After-school tutoring for elementary and
middle school students
WHEN: Monday-Thursday, 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm
(Volunteers commit to one day per week)
WHERE: White Bluff Presbyterian on (M/W) and
White Bluff United Methodist on (T/Th)
Please feel free to spread the word! If anyone has
questions or is interested in volunteering, please
contact Hannah Bell at hbell@lsga.org or 912-2578890.
Thank you!
Hannah Bell
Refugee/School Liaison for LSG

Another school year has
started and we’ve started
packing bags again for our 3
schools. We’re up to 30 so far. If you are
interested in helping with this ministry please let
me know asap. We need delivery people for
Thursday afternoons 12-2pm or Friday mornings 9
-12noon. Our finances are good right now but will
soon be dwindling due to expenses. Your
donations are always needed. Thank you.
Susan Tellefsen tellfam@bellsouth.net 441-5952.

Our cart is now available for Emergency
Distribution for the islands through Second
Harvest of Coastal GA, so please
remember to bring at least TWO CANS or
containers of food on Sundays for our grocery cart.
Foods needed are protein items such as tuna,
peanut butter, meaty soups and stews, mac n’
cheese, also canned veggies and fruits. Please
make sure food items are not expired.
Can we do this, Yes we CAN!!

 Backpack Buddies: $10/month donations









needed for each food bag. Also peanut butter,
cheese cracker packs and granola bars.
Diapers are needed for Lutheran Services of
GA’s Foster Care program.
Grocery Cart: see Toucan Sunday article.
School Supplies for area schools
Winter Coats for downtown homeless shelter
Furniture for LSG Refugee Services
Box Tops for Education
Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House.

Redeemer’s
Hurricane work team
Thank you
Jim, Jim, Jim, Jake,
Davey, Jason, Mark ,
Dewey, Mary, Chris,
Steve and John.

Super Seniors for 2017
Our Super Senior for October is
Gerde Ille. Happy Birthday!!
If we miss your super birthday (80+) that means we don’t
have your birthday information, so please let the church
office know. -Milestone Ministry Team

Join us Monday, October 9th at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. We will be doing Kumihima rattail
weaving lead by Barbara and Kris. The kits have
already been purchased. This should be a fun
evening and result in a nice Christmas
present. Please bring finger snacks and a drink.
Any
questions
please
contact
Barbara
912.786.9605.

Care Team will not meet in October.
If you would like to join our team or have
any questions, please contact Deacon Allison Ward,
912.355.9273 or allisonward@comcast.net

Our next gathering will be Monday, October 9th at
6:30 pm at Cancun II. Come and have some fun
and fellowship. If you have any questions please
contact Joe Warren, 786-9605.

Pastor Steve will lead a study on Luther’s
Small Catechism from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
from September 12th through October 10th.
Pastor will also teach this series on Sundays
during The Learning Hour beginning on Sunday
September 17th; this series will run for 20
minutes each week, and will likely run for three
months.

Sign Up to Host Fellowship Hour

Our Sunday morning Hospitality is in need of volunteers. Please prayerfully consider signing
up for one or two Sundays to bring finger
foods (donuts, cookies, cakes, fruit, etc.)
to go with our coffee, tea, water during fellowship time.

Due to the expense of mailing shoeboxes
full of goodies, this year we will be sending greeting cards signed by the congregation with a gift card to their favorite store to our 9
college students. We’ll collect donations instead of
food items. If you would like to donate please use the
white envelopes and mark college care pkgs. and
put in offering plate or leave in church office. Deadline is October 15th.

Many of you have already asked about our
One Warm Coat drive. We usually start in
December but if you’re cleaning out closets
and find some please feel free to bring them in now.
We will deliver them to downtown shelters soon.
It can be an old coat in good, clean condition or a
new coat, even rain coats in good condition. All
sizes. Please bring it to the church or call for pick-up
service. Thank you Susan Tellefsen 441-5952

Get ready! Wear red! In celebration of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation there will be one
service at on Oct. 29,2017 at 10:00 (note time
change) followed by a German meal and Rick Steve’s movie “Luther and the Reformation”. Come
one, come all!
Hymnal sales have been very active and we are
over half way to our goal of 150 hymnals for Redeemer. If you haven’t purchased your $25 hymnal
(s) or want to donate more, just grab an envelope
off the table, fill out info completely, and enclose
full payment. You can give envelope to the sale
table attendant or place in offering plate. The sale
will last until we reach 150 hymnals goal.
Attention all Worship Assistants! Look over Oct
and Nov schedules included at end of this newsletter. Any one service Sunday the schedules will be
different than if there were two services. Also, due
to members’ illnesses, job changes, and relocation
a little tweaking has had to occur to keep the ministries covered. Please remember it is simpler and
easier if you will find your own replacement from
list of worship assistants if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled Sunday. Thank you all for your
generous service to God at Redeemer.
God’s blessings to you!
— Nancy Oliver, Worship Commission

Congregational
(Please inform office of any additions or changes in status)
Prayer Requests - Prayer requests stay on the list for four weeks. If you wish for your request to be
continued, please contact the church office or indicate it on the yellow sheet in your bulletin.
Homebound Members: John Gammert, Anne Leon, Olga Zinn, Charles Breitenbach, Joe Grant,
Warren Mathieu, Eileen Lewis
Members with Health Concerns: Ann Grant, Sharon Chadwick, Jodie Harrell
Members' Prayer Requests for Friends and Family
From Dottie Murphy: My Sister Mitzi, serious health issues
From Steve and Becki Cannon: Nancy and Ron, daughters in laws, Ron has terminal Illness
From the Congregation: All those suffering from Hurricane Irma and for all who are responding to the
needs of others
From Ellie Loewen: Bruce Helmly (health issues)
From Evelyn Bristow: Grandson Jimmy
From Robert Fennell: Robert (health issues)
From Kim Elmgren: Traci (health), Ken, Sandi (family), Riley (safety at school), Linda (injury)
From Evelyn Bristow: Son, Larry (health issues), Baby Trey
From Kathryn Williams: Cousin (health issues), Eleanor
From Pastor and Kris: Eli, Caryl, Levi (family issues); Fred (health); Diana, (terminal), Gayle; Alice
From Becky Bolt: Jodie, Chris, Hannah
From Jeanne Capozzi: The family Stephanie at her death, Joann (health issues)
From Brianne Woods: William (health issues)
From Nancy Oliver: Janine, Joe (transplant), Mary Ann, Harriet (health issues)
From Elsie Evans: Grandson, Zachary, Nicky (serious health, treatment)
From Jean Schupp: Fritz (severe injury)
From Sandy Brassard: At the death of her mother, Joan; Todd (comfort and healing)
From Bonnie Emmerling: Bonnie for herself, Melissa (daughter), Eddie, (all health issues)
From Daggy Goette: Savannah and Family
From Heidi Wagstaff: Debby (health concerns)
From Jaycie Drinnon: Joe (health); Nikki (health)
From Barbara Warren: Carissa and Morgan, Marya
From Carol Fowler: Christopher (son), Emily
Pray for violence to end, both in Savannah and in the world.
Remember all those serving our country and their families, along with veterans who have returned
with disabilities and/or who are facing unemployment / underemployment.
Pray for those with addictions, and with families who suffer along with their loved one.
Pray for those awaiting surgery.
Pray for the work of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA

500th Anniversary Reformation
Commemoration
Sunday, October 22nd at 5:00pm
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
222 East Harris Street, Savannah

EMCC preschool is planning a pumpkin sale.
Watch for more details.
Shawn Kaltenberg, President,
Explorers Montessori Coastal Cooperative, Inc.

Happy Birthday!

Oct 8th

2nd Sunday Brunch

Oct 23rd

LSG Golf Classic

Oct 29th

Reformation Sunday

Nov 4th

Fall Festival

Nov 12th

2nd Sunday Brunch

Dec. 2nd

Advent Decorating Event

Dec. 10th

2nd Sunday Brunch
Choir Cantata
Children’s Program

10/01
10/03
10/11
10/12
10/14
10/16
10/26
10/28
10/29

Bruce Helmly
Lauren Groover
Caitlin Bertz
Carlyle Nowicki
Gilbert Exley
Janet DeLoach
Daniel Reed
Sarah Friedel
Gerda Ille

Savannah Golf Tournament Returns Oct.23rd
Join us for the 14th Annual LSG Savannah Golf Classic and help support families and children in
need throughout the greater Savannah area.
October 23, 2017
Crosswinds Golf Club 232 James B Blackburn Dr. Savannah, GA 31408
To join the LSG Golf Classic committee, sponsor a team, or donate a silent auction item, contact Mary Fuller
at mfuller@lsga.org or 912-353-8875,
ext. 120.

Church Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9 am – 12 pm
Pastor Office Hours: Mon – Wed, 9 am – 12 pm; Thurs, 11 am – 8 pm
(912) 897-1133
redeemersav.org
facebook.com/redeemersav
twitter.com/redeemersav
The Rev. Steve Hilgeman, Pastor ......912-677-0626, pastorsteve@redeemersav.org
Allison Ward, Deacon ........................................................ allisonward@comcast.net
Juanita Clark, Secretary .................................................secretary@redeemersav.org
Mary Thompson, Music Director ............................................ marynicole@gmail.com
Congregational Council
President...........................Jim Drinnon
Vice President...................John Salvati
Secretary.......................Mark Tellefsen
Congregational Life ....... Audrey Lamar
Learning ..................... Sandy Brassard
Property/Operations........Jason Darling
Social Ministry.............Barbara Warren
Stewardship/Finance ........ John Salvati
Worship ........................... Nancy Oliver

Mutual Ministry..................Jim Drinnon
Treasurer .............................. Jim Ward
Financial Secretary .......... Carol Fowler
*non-council

Marketing* ....................... Jodi Groover
Newsletter*................. Susan Tellefsen
Website & eNews* ................ Jim Ward
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