Our mission is to
share God’s love
with all people;
Be disciples,
Make disciples,
Feed God’s sheep.

Worship
Schedule
8:30 AM
Early Service
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
10:30 AM
Late Service

51 Wilmington
Island Road
Savannah, GA
31410
912-897-1133
redeemersav.org

We will have 1 joint service followed by a German lunch
and a movie. Please RSVP at Information Station.
Congregation is encouraged to wear RED.
"By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God. We are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life." - Ephesians 2: 8-10

Joins us at both services as we remember all
those who have come before us.
Especially our Redeemer members,
Nell McCreery, George Kraft, Bruce Bauman,
John Lewis, Marie Thigpen
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When [Jesus] was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when
will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Matthew 24:3
This verse follows the warning from Jesus to the disciples (and only to the disciples) that the Temple will soon
come crashing down. That pronouncement to the disciples was shared with them immediately after Jesus’
longest deliverances of “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!....” in The Gospel According to
Matthew. In response to Jesus’ seemingly countless warnings to the naysayers, Jesus feels he must be clear
to those who love him regarding what is about to happen. Yet, rather than discerning Jesus’ answer (longer
than shown here), let’s focus on how the disciples asked the question, “When is the world coming to an end.”
This verse mentions “…the disciples came to him privately saying…” Do you hear it? Can you see it?
“…the disciples came to [Jesus] privately…” Remember, we are in The Gospel According to Matthew, and
throughout the last several chapters Jesus has been assaulted with questions that – on the surface – create a
no-win situation for Jesus. The scribes and Pharisees are thinking to themselves, “Ah ha! We have him now.
No matter how he answers, he will condemn himself.” Yet, Jesus always comes through with a response that
leaves the hypocrites with their tunics down around their ankles (figuratively speaking, of course).
Additionally, and to make matters even worse for Jesus, he has had to deal with these trick questions
in public. You see, Jesus is always surrounded by his followers and the disciples, so those who would
discredit Jesus have taken advantage of that. Yet, here in this reading, the twelve disciples come to Jesus in
private to ask not a trick question but rather a question of sensitive and, potentially, fearful content: “Jesus,
when is the world going to end?” Setting aside his answer in this writing, please appreciate how the disciples
loved Jesus so much that they demonstrate the honor and glory due the Son of God by asking - instead of
confronting - him privately - instead of publicly. You see, a basic biblical principle is that under most
conditions, people deserve a one-on-one discussion before bringing in others in cases when resolutions and
reconciliations cannot be reached (Matthew 18:15-20).
The Church Council has appointed four respected members of this congregation to serve on the
Mutual Ministry Committee, a congregationally-required ministry by the ELCA. The Mutual Ministry
Committee information will be forthcoming; for now, suffice it to say that Heidi Wagstaff (chair), Charlene
Altman, Cookie Espinoza, and Keith Woods are now responsible for meeting with me at least six (6) times per
year to gauge the temperature of the congregation regarding all matters of the spiritual welfare of our
congregation, of worship, of our ministries, of finance, and of the general operations of the church. This is
good news for we will be invoking the Holy Spirit to bring the Christ into our conflict resolution; our efforts will
bear fruit in the Name of Jesus because now the system is in place for not only initial conversation and
prayer, but also – in the event of violations of basic human rights - reconciliation.
To God be the Glory for all God has done,
Pastor Steve

Average weekly attendance: 47 (3 Sundays)
Average weekly offering: $2913.00
Needed weekly for 2017 budget: $ 4293.00

Backpack Buddies offerings: $145.00
Needed monthly for BpB: $400.00

Pastor Steve and Kris will be away
on a Thanksgiving vacation
Sunday afternoon, November 19th
through Tuesday, November 28th.

Church office will
be closed
Thursday and Friday
November 24th & 25th.

Guest speaker: Heidi Wagstaff presented guidelines for the newly formed Mutual Ministry Committee for the
council to consider. The committee members include Heidi Wagstaff, Charlene Altman, Keith Woods, Cookie
Espinoza and Pastor Steve Hilgeman.
Pastor’s Report: .Pastor presented to council the Sexual Misconduct Policy to consider. This policy is to be
followed by all in leadership at Redeemer. Pastor was disappointed to report no attendance from the scheduled persons for the worship service, Three in One Church, for persons with developmental disabilities. Work
will continue to bring this service to the community.
Deacon’s Report: Deacon reported on her work with the Lutheran Disaster Response. Work is underway to
coordinate bringing volunteers to the area for hurricane Irma disaster repairs.
Finance: Redeemer will support the Lutheran Services of Georgia’s Golf Tournament by sponsoring two
golfers.
The resolution: Transfer of Designated Funds into Currently Developed THRIVE Stewardship Funds was considered and adopted. This action takes memorial funds that have not been spent completely over the years
and moves the funds into the THRIVE fund. As possible, family members connected to the various memorial
funds were contacted for approval as well. Work is now starting on the budget for 2018.
Operations: Operations committee purchased a new push mower. On Saturday, 2 December, will be a work
day in preparation for Advent. Work is still underway to get a tree service to come take down a huge fallen
tree. The new fire alarm system is now installed.
Learning: Children’s Church is going well. The children seem to enjoy participating. Confirmation classes will
begin in December. A children’s Christmas program is being planned.
Congregational Life: Fall Festival plans are underway for 4 November complete with a BBQ dinner. A signup
sheet is in the narthex.
Worship: Advent Decorating and church preparations will be held from 10am-2pm on 2 December. Pizza
lunch will be available.
Reformation Sunday will be one service at 10am. Everyone is encouraged to wear red in celebration. Ninety
nine ELW hymnals have been sold! The committee hopes to sell another 26 hymnals to fill out the need.
Social Ministries: A fund raiser for Redeemer’s ministry to support refugee children will be to sell tickets to
the Savannah Banana Game on 27 July 2018. More information will follow.
The council regretfully accepted the resignation of Barbara Warren from council due to health concerns. Deep
appreciation for her service was expressed and prayers for healing. A new council member will be appointed
to fulfill her term.
The November council meeting will be held on 14 November, Tuesday, at 6:30p.m.

A Way of Life
Pledge forms and Time& Talent Forms were handed out on Sunday October 22nd.
If you were unable to attend that Sunday you may pick yours up during the week
during office hours or at next Sundays service. Please review and prayerfully
consider your response to the gracious goodness of our Lord.
The congregation will offer both forms, Pledge Form and Time &Talents Form during the worship
service on Sunday, November 5th.If you are unable to attend that Sunday please place yours in the Financial
Secretary’s box across from the office. Thank you again for taking the time to
consider prayerfully your decision.

SAVE THE DATE: November 13th @ 6:00 pm at
Redeemer Let’s make Christmas Wreaths!
This time, you choose: Keep it, gift it, or donate it,
but PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN UP Deadline
is Wednesday, November 8th....so I can get
enough supplies! and of course, show up!
And the fun begins! Hope you can join us.
Any questions please contact Kris Hilgeman
or Barbara Warren 912.786.9605.

Our next gathering will be Monday, November 13th
at 6:30 pm at Cancun II. Come and have some fun
and fellowship. If you have any questions please
contact Joe Warren, 786-9605.

Super Seniors for 2017
We have no Super Senior for
November
If we miss your super birthday (80+) that means we don’t
have your birthday information, so please let the church
office know. -Milestone Ministry Team

Pastor Steve will lead a study on Luther’s
Small Catechism from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
and on Sundays during The Learning Hou
for 20 minutes each week, and will likely run for
three months.
In November Pastor will be away 2 Sundays,11-5 &
11-26 and 2 Tuesdays 11-21 & 28.

Sign Up to Host Fellowship Hour

Our Sunday morning Hospitality is in need of volunteers. Please prayerfully consider signing
up for one or two Sundays to bring finger
foods (donuts, cookies, cakes, fruit, etc.)
to go with our coffee, tea, water during fellowship time.

Come one, come all, and wear red!
Mark your calendar and spread the word! The 500th
anniversary of the Reformation will be celebrated
with one service Oct. 29th beginning at 10:00
a.m. Following the service will be a delicious German meal followed by a movie about Luther and the
Reformation. Let’s fill the church to the rafters!
Mark your calendar for Nov. 19! Dedication of
“new” ELCA hymnals. Hymnal sale update: at the
time of this writing 98 hymnals have been purchased! The final goal number was dropped to 125
after second look at what the need is at Redeemer.
Only 27 more to go! YEAH!
More good news, the screen will finally come down
(for late service only-no change for early service)
on Nov 19th. Do I hear a Hallelujah?
We will begin selling Christmas poinsettias in late
November. Watch bulletins, eNews, and announcements for further details.
Advent begins on Dec 3. Mark your calendar. On
Sat, Dec 2 in preparation for the Advent season
we gather to put up the Advent wreaths and the
Chrismon Tree. Pizza will be provided for lunch.
Let’s make this a family affair and bring along the
kids.
Desperate need due to illnesses, relocations, and
changes in job situations for worship assistants
for the 8:30 service. We have urgent need altar
guild, communion assistant, lector, and ushers. The
service needs to be self-supporting of its worship
assistants. We are already in the pews so why have
not get the unbelievable experience of volunteering
our service to the Lord in one or more of these positions.
Just to give you a head’s up there is an interesting
phenomenon occurring this year. The 4th Sunday of
Advent is falling on Dec 24! After much discussion it
has been decided to have 4 services on this day.
The 2 regular 4th Sunday Advent services, 8:30
and 10:30, and 2 Christmas Eve services at 7
and 10 pm. This is exciting! Understanding many
may be out of town there will be signup sheets for
worship assistants for the 7 and 10 pm Christmas
Eve services. If all spots needed are not filled we
may just pull “volunteers” from the pews. Set your
watch and grab your neighbor! Let’s fill the pews to
the rafters on Christmas Eve!
— Nancy Oliver, Worship Commission

Many of you have already asked about our
One Warm Coat drive. We usually start in
December but if you’re cleaning out closets
and find some please feel free to bring them in
now. We will deliver them to downtown shelters soon.
It can be an old coat in good, clean condition or a new
coat, even rain coats in good condition. All
sizes. Please bring it to the church or call for pick-up
service. Thank you Susan Tellefsen 441-5952

Thank you to all those who donated to
this ministry. We were able to get gift
cards (Starbucks, Target & Walmart) for
all of our 10 college students. They are:
Shane Alberino-Kennesaw State,
Doug Brassard- USAir Force,
Lauren Groover-Georgia,
Kara Heater-Georgia Southern,
Kate Maner-Georgia,
Wills Nowicki-Mercer,
Ami Palmer– Georgia Southern,
Ben Tellefsen–Wake Forest,
Ashley Westover-Sav’h College Art & Design
Kimberly Woods-Georgia Southern

February 3, 2018

Another school year has
started and we’ve started
packing bags again for our 3
schools. We’re up to 30 so far. If you are
interested in helping with this ministry please let
me know asap. We need delivery people for
Thursday afternoons 12-2pm or Friday mornings 9
-12noon. Our finances are good right now but will
soon be dwindling due to expenses. Your
donations are always needed. Thank you.
Susan Tellefsen tellfam@bellsouth.net 441-5952.

Our cart is now available for Emergency
Distribution for the islands through Second
Harvest of Coastal GA, so please
remember to bring at least TWO CANS or
containers of food on Sundays for our grocery cart.
Foods needed are protein items such as tuna,
peanut butter, meaty soups and stews, mac n’
cheese, also canned veggies and fruits. Please
make sure food items are not expired.
Can we do this, Yes we CAN!!

 Backpack Buddies: $10/month donations

8:30am - 2:30pm
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
EMBRACING LIFE CHALLENGES



This years topic is Health & Safety.



Irene Wood will be our keynote speaker. She
works in the mental health field, and will be presenting on how to maintain healthy personal
boundaries, and why that is important.



Sessions will be by:
Rebecca Bovino-Sandquist on relationships with
family, especially adult siblings



Sarah Westcott – Healthy relationship with money,
and how to save it
Sandy Brassard – How to know food is a trigger
for emotional stressors, and how to fix that
Pastor Steve Hilgeman – How forgiveness keeps
relationships healthy
Watch for more information soon. Any questions
please Charlene Altman or Pastor Steve.





needed for each food bag. Also peanut butter,
cheese cracker packs and granola bars.
Diapers are needed for Lutheran Services of
GA’s Foster Care program.
Grocery Cart: see Toucan Sunday article.
School Supplies for area schools
Winter Coats for downtown homeless shelter
Furniture for LSG Refugee Services
Box Tops for Education
Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House.

Care Team will meet on November
16th 6:30pm.
If you would like to join our team or
have any questions, please contact Deacon Allison
Ward, 912.355.9273 or allisonward@comcast.net

As another extension of our Backpack Buddies Food Ministry, we will be helping the
schools provide holiday meals for some of our Backpack Buddy families.
Donations are needed for turkeys & hams.
Our goal is $300 for meat for 20 meals for both holidays. Please place your
donation in a pew envelope and place in the Sunday offering plate or leave in
church office. Deadlines are Nov. 12th and Dec. 10th.
Thank you from our students and families in need.
Hope Love Joy Peace
Redeemer Social Ministry has a
fun project for your family to do
again this year during the
Advent season:
A Reverse Advent Bag!
Instead of getting a gift from your
advent calendar, you’ll be giving one.
We will provide a cloth bag for you to use and each
day during Advent, starting December 3rd through
24th, you will ADD something to the bag to donate to
our
Redeemer
Food
Ministries
(Backpack Buddies, Food Cart,
Holiday Meals, etc.). A list of needed
items will be attached to the bag.
After the holidays you may bring it to
Redeemer and we’ll distribute where
needed.

Remembering others as we prepare
for His birth.

There will be an Advent decorating party on
Saturday, December 2nd at 10:00 am.
We will be decorating the church for
Advent as well as putting up the
Chrismon tree. A pizza & salad lunch
will be provided. Please join us. Many
hands make for quicker work.

Redeemer choir will be
presenting a
Christmas Cantata and
our children’s program will be
incorporated into our one joint
service on

Sunday, December 10th
at 10:00 am

followed by our 2nd Sunday Brunch.
Redeemer is once again participating in the
Lutheran Services of Georgia's Angel Tree
of Hope Program.
Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, almost
all of the tags for the angel tree program were selected last year.
Watch for more details concerning dates for tree with
angels and for delivery.

Please help us decorate our sanctuary for
the birth of our Lord.
We will be ordering plants soon.
Watch for more details.

Joyfully in Christ, Kathryn Williams
The following volunteer opportunities are available at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer:
Council Treasurer
Care Team – hospital and home visitors
Island Women’s Day co-chair
Study Group Reconciling Lutherans (LGBTQ Organization)
Worship Assistants for Early Worship
Worship Assistants for 3:00 PM worship for persons with developmental disabilities (to begin in a few
months)

Congregational
(Please inform office of any additions or changes in status)
Prayer Requests - Prayer requests stay on the list for four weeks. If you wish for your request to be
continued, please contact the church office or indicate it on the yellow sheet in your bulletin.
Homebound Members: John Gammert, Anne Leon, Olga Zinn, Charles Breitenbach, Joe Grant,
Warren Mathieu, Eileen Lewis
Members with Health Concerns: Ann Grant, Sharon Chadwick, Jodie Harrell
Members' Prayer Requests for Friends and Family
From Susan Tellefsen: Family of Norman Hirsch upon his sudden death, the originator of Backpack
Buddies in Savannah
From Kris Hilgeman: Families in Las Vegas, all hurricane victims, Eli, Caryl, Levi (family issues),
Fred (health). Diana, (terminal), Gayle, Alice, Kim, and Nancy
From Barbara Warren: Carissa and Morgan, Marya; for herself (recovering from surgery)
From Jim Drinnon: Elizabeth’s Mom, Jacquelyn, (hip surgery)
From Ellie Loewen: Bruce Helmly, my sister Fay, Dana (serious health issues)
From Dottie Murphy: My sister, Mitzi (serious health issues)
From Steve and Becki Cannon: Nancy and Ron, daughters in laws, Ron has terminal Illness
From Robert Fennell: Robert (pending surgery)
From Evelyn Bristow: son, Larry (health issues), Baby Trey, Grandson Jimmy
From Kathryn Williams: cousin (health issues), Eleanor
From Becky Bolt: Jodie, Chris, Hannah
From Jeanne Capozzi: The family Stephanie at her death, Joann (health issues)
From Brianne Woods: William (health issues)
From Nancy Oliver: Janine, Joe (transplant), Mary Ann, Harriet (health issues)
From Elsie Evans: grandson, Zachary, Nicky (serious health, treatment)
From Jean Schupp: Fritz (severe injury)
From Sandy Brassard: Todd (comfort and healing)
From Bonnie Emmerling: Bonnie for herself, Melissa (daughter), Eddie, (all health issues)
From Heidi Wagstaff: Debby (health concerns)
From Jaycie Drinnon: Joe (health); Nikki (health)
From Carol Fowler: Christopher (son), Emily
Pray for violence to end, both in Savannah and in the world.
Remember all those serving our country and their families, along with veterans who have returned
with disabilities and/or who are facing unemployment / underemployment.
Pray for those with addictions, and with families who suffer along with their loved one.
Pray for those awaiting surgery.
Pray for the work of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA

Explorers Montessori intends to have a Christmas book
fair fundraiser during the first week of December,
pending Council approval.
Shawn Kaltenberg, President,
EMCC, Inc.

Oct 29th

Reformation Sunday Lunch/Movie

Nov 4th

Fall Festival 4:00-6:30pm

Nov 5th

All Saints Day

Nov 12th

2nd Sunday Brunch

Dec 2nd

Advent Decorating Event 10:00am

Dec 3rd

1st Sunday of Advent

Dec 10th

Choir Cantata at 1 service 10:00am
Children’s Program
2nd Sunday Brunch

Don’t Forget
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 5th

Dec. 24th Advent IV Services 8:30 & 10:30am
and Christmas Eve Services 7:00 & 10:00pm

11/19 Ron Altman
11/24 Shawn Kaltenberg
11/26 Chris Thompson

Church Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9 am – 12 pm
Pastor Office Hours: Mon – Wed, 9 am – 12 pm; Thurs, 11 am – 8 pm
(912) 897-1133
redeemersav.org
facebook.com/redeemersav
twitter.com/redeemersav
The Rev. Steve Hilgeman, Pastor ......912-677-0626, pastorsteve@redeemersav.org
Allison Ward, Deacon ........................................................ allisonward@comcast.net
Juanita Clark, Secretary .................................................secretary@redeemersav.org
Mary Thompson, Music Director ............................................ marynicole@gmail.com
Congregational Council
President...........................Jim Drinnon
Vice President...................John Salvati
Secretary.......................Mark Tellefsen
Congregational Life ....... Audrey Lamar
Learning ..................... Sandy Brassard
Property/Operations........Jason Darling
Social Ministry.............
Stewardship/Finance ........ John Salvati
Worship ........................... Nancy Oliver

Mutual Ministry..................Jim Drinnon
Treasurer .............................. Jim Ward
Financial Secretary .......... Carol Fowler
*non-council

Marketing* ....................... Jodi Groover
Newsletter*................. Susan Tellefsen
Website & eNews* ................ Jim Ward

Lutheranch in Talapoosa, GA (just west of Atlanta)
Celebrates Dedication of McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center
Excited guests gathered in the newly-completed McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center, sipping coffee from cheerful blue
mugs bearing the Lutheranch logo on one side, and this verse on the other: “This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalms 118:24. Indeed, the long-anticipated day had finally arrived. Lutheranch Camp
and Retreat Center was gearing up for its Service of Dedication. The day before, volunteers and Board members arrived
in preparation for the big event. The Board of Trustees conducted its regular meeting, along with the Planning
and Review and Finance Committees. On Friday evening, the Board hosted a dinner for 50 volunteers who have worked
tirelessly to make Lutheranch happen.
On Saturday, nearly 500 friends from eight states came together to celebrate this new chapter of the Lutheranch story.
The spectacular McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center, featuring 31 double-occupancy guest rooms for adults and 10 rooms
with bunk beds for youth, is now complete and ready to host groups. The center boasts three meeting rooms, three lounges, and a great room to serve up to 125 guests for meals.
John Schuerholz, former Atlanta Braves General Manager and President, who served as honorary chair for two capital
campaigns for Lutheranch said it best, “One week ago I was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame and it was a great
honor, but this ranks right up there! When I walked into the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center, tears came to my eyes,
and I’m privileged to have played a small part in this endeavor!”
The Saturday service, led by Bishops H. Julian Gordy and Tim Smith of the South Eastern and North Carolina Synods,
opened with a welcome from Larry Moeller, President of the NovusWay Board of Trustees, followed by NovusWay Executive Director Keith Johnson introducing key people who helped bring the Lutheranch and McKanna-Sandrock projects to
fruition. The crowd enjoyed singing from the Trinity Lutheran Church Children's Choir from Lilburn, GA. The service was
followed by a barbecue lunch on the grounds, site tours, and fellowship.
Saturday evening over 90 donors shared in a fantastic dinner and enjoyed a program featuring harpist LeAndre Douds of
Douglasville, GA. Sophia Larson from Carrollton, GA, shared about her experience as a camper during the first summer
camp week at Lutheranch. Bishop Tim Smith was keynote speaker. The dedication weekend came to a perfect close with
a worship service Sunday morning led by Bishop Gordy at the St. Timothy Outdoor Chapel.
The first official retreat in the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center was the McKanna and Sandrock family reunion with people from across the country. Seventeen other groups are already scheduled to retreat this fall and winter.
The August weekend culminated 10 years of planning and preparation to make ministry at Lutheranch a reality. There is
still much to be done as the ministry and service of Lutheranch grow into the future, but the launching weekend could
have not been more successful!
Larry Moeller's words best express the spirit of this important event: "With a mission of providing places set apart to inspire and empower all in Christ's love, the ministries of NovusWay have hit a grand slam with Lutheranch! The talent and
treasure of innumerable volunteers and selfless donors will touch and shape lives for generations. God's love reflected in
community and creation is a joy to behold. Thanks be to God!"
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